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INTRODUCTION

In recent years, irrigating agricultural land with waste-
water has become a major wastewater management practice.
Irrigation has replaced much of the discharge to streams
and conventional primary and secondary waste treatment
for food processing wastewater (4, 11, 12, 13). Trriga-
ting agricultural land for treatment and disposal of the
food processing wastewater is a good practice if the
wastewater does not contain toxic constituents. Crops
grovm on the land remove part of the plant nutrients
supplied by the wastewater and can be fed to livestock
(1, 2).

Considerable information has been published about waste-
water irrigation in recent years and several food pro-
cessing wastewaters have been evaluated for irrigation
use (5, 6, 17, 18, 19). These systems work well, oxygen
demand and the chemical constituents, except potassium,
were satisfactorily removed at moderate applications, as
wastewater passed through the soil, and using wastewater
for irrigation can economically benefit users.

Nutrient concentrations in wastewarers, and in some cases
feasibility for irrigation use, have been evaluated for
several food processing wastewaters: cannery wastes (8,
16), citrus wastes (10), vegetable wastes (14, 21, 22,
23), fruit processing wastes (15, 21, 22, 25), and grain
wastes (22), TFor the most part these wastewaters can be
used for irrigating agricultural land with a minimum of
problems.

*Contribution from the USDA-SEA. The authors are Soil
Scientist and Biological Technician, Snake River Comnser-
vation Research Center, Kimberly, Idaho 83341,
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