
Idaho Forestry Best Management Prac  ces
Forms and Tables: Recommended cross ditch spacing for roads and skid trails

FROM: Barkley et al., 2015. Idaho Forestry Best Management Prac  ces Field Guide: Using BMPs to Protect Water Quality. Bulle  n 
891, University of Idaho Extension, Moscow, ID.

Recommended cross ditch spacing distance for roads and trails (in feet)

Grade of Road or Trail (%) Unstable Soils
(high erosion hazard)

Stable Soils
(low erosion hazard)

20+ 30 40

20 45 60

15 60 90

10 80 115

5 100 140

2 135 170

Revised from: Idaho Department of Lands. 2009. Cross-ditches. State Forester Forum, Forest Prac  ce, No. 5, Boise, ID.


